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FROM THE RECTOR: THE REV. DEON K. JOHNSON 

FOR THOSE WHO  COME AFTER¦ 
 

"Things are never dull around here," has become my mantra and a great way to sum up 

all the goings-on at St. Paul in 2011.  

Our desire as a community to make God's inclusive love tangible each time we gather 

makes St. Paul's a place to truly experience the best of Community in Christ.  

I have been awed over the depth of conversation, interaction and discussion that has 

taken place throughout our community around the future to which God is calling St. 

Paul's. The many meetings, presentations and communications around Strategic 

Planning and the need for new space have been enlivened with a sense of hope and 

possibility that is almost palpable.  

As we move into 2012 it is my prayer that we will do three things: honor our past, enjoy the present and build for the future.  

Back in 1837 when the Rev. William Clark and his family moved from New York to Michigan, not once did they dream that 

a small community they founded would continue to impact the lives of so many. We must honor the many gifts and talents of 

the countless women and men who have supported St. Paul's in countless ways.  

We have much to be thankful for at this time and place in our history. Our community is at a crossroads between what has 

been and what will be. My hope is that we spend some time looking around and giving thanks to God for who we are 

TODAY! 

We, like those of every generation find ourselves faced with challenges, but we should never lose sight of God's many 

blessings and the importance of continuing Christ's ministry within our families, our parish and our community. This means 

we must build for  the future: for those whose story is yet unwritten, for those we will never meet and may never know our 

names but who, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit will call St. Paul's their spiritual home.  

 

FROM THE WARDENS¦ 

2011 was certainly a year of growth and change at St. Paul³s.  We welcomed quite a few new members, while also saying 
goodbye to a number of our friends.  We welcomed our Curate, Roger, after saying goodbye to Julia. Even in the midst of all 
the change, the energy, enthusiasm and spirit of our parish is so great that even first-time visitors have commented about it. 
 
A major focus of the year was Strategic Planning, led most ably by Judy McKenzie and our consultant, Christine Reinhard.  
Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to Judy and John, but the mantle has been picked up by Jerry Knapp, and the process 
continues.  We thank this dedicated group for their time and effort so far, and ask the parish to keep them in your prayers as 
they seek the Spirit³s guidance and wisdom to make good decisions about our future. 
 
There were a number of projects completed in the building, including replacing the pews and old chairs, and the entry doors 
at the office level and painting the sanctuary that exhibit our continued care for our church while we think about our future. 
I personally want to thank Fr. Deon for the opportunity to serve as Warden for the last three years.   
 
This is a most exciting time in the life of our parish; there is much work to be done, but I have every confidence that the new 
wardens and vestry, along with Fr. Deon, will continue to provide excellent leadership as we move forward.  As our 
namesake, St. Paul said ´I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens meµ 
 
Jennifer Muller, Senior Warden 
 
MEMBERS OF THE VESTRY: Jennifer Muller, Warden, John Heinonen, Warden, Laura Zizka-Wright, John Nielsen, Rick Bourbonais, Mike 
Batten, James Lakins, Mary Sauer-Games, Wende Cofield, Jeff Smith , Shari Spencer, Bob Salisbury  



 

PLAYING WITH GOD¦FORMING FAITH¦ 

By Michelle Rosinski  
 

We are in our third year of Godly Play for children.  This year children aged 3 to 8 
participate. They hear a story, get time to wonder about it, and then reflect on it in their 
own way.  There are 8 active children in this group. Stacey Heinonen, Becky Munce, and 
Liz Lakins do a wonderful job volunteering their time with the program. 
 
New this year is our tween group for kids in 4th and 5th grade. There are 6 children who 

meet twice a month. They are an inquisitive and energetic group. Father Deon and Father 

Roger have been called in to answer their many questions. Several are active in church as 

acolytes and readers. They are currently working on a mosaic icon for the church.  

Michelle Rosinski and Hugh Munce oversee it. 

This summer 5 children joined St. Andrews in Ann Arbor for Day Camp put on by Living 

Water Ministries. They loved it and still sing songs from that week. At St. Paul³s over the 

summer we had three Messy Church events based on a story in the Bible. Children were 

able to go to different stations to create and explore. They painted with Kool-Aid, built 

catapults, played in the sprinkler, made fish, and so much more. The average attendance 

was 20 children.  

We continue to have our Family Service on the first and third Sundays of the month. There 

were special interactive services for the children during Holy Week. The children helped 

act out a Godly Play story in place of the sermon one Sunday. They also added to the 

festive air on Carnival Sunday with a float they created.  

Music has been a goal for our children this year. Early on the Rev. Julia Huttar Bailey had 

the children sing songs and play bells during several services. Mary Khunger taught them 

an interpretive dance with ribbons for a service. We had a children³s choir director who 

led them in a song on Christmas Eve. We now welcome Gail Zorn as our Children³s choir 

director.  

 

 

 

"God doesn't 

look at how 

much we do, 

but with how 

much love we 

do it." 

-Mother Teresa 
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